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I. that there might be some grave 

Hospital Report. injury of the head. He was co- 

| piously bled, atd the bad symp- 

Fractures of the Limbs. toms relieved. He then took 


Feb. 4.—James C., a seaman, 
aged 24, was occupied in loosen- 
ing the main-top-sail of a ship, 
- preparing to sail ; in consequence 
_ of the sail being taken by a sud- 
den gust of wind, he lost his hold, 
and was precipitated a distance 
of seventy feet on the deck. 
Being brought to the Hospital 
in a state of insensibility, and his 
skin exceedingly cold, hot cloths 
were applied to the body. and 
limbs, and some hot water and a 
little brandy poured down his 
throat. By these applications 
the natural heat was restored. 
On examination, there appear- 
ed a gash, two inches long, on the 
left temple. The left leg was 
broken below the middle. The 
fracture oblique, lower fragment 
protruding. On the inside of the 
leg was a wound, two inches long, 
through which the broken bones 
had protruded. This bled con- 
stantly, as frequently happens in 
compound fractures. 
night, the patient, who had reco- 
vered his senses, became very 
hot and restless, with a sense of 
_ oppression at the pit of the sto- 
mach, and a disposition to stupor, 
—which led to the apprehension 
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Before 


two ounces of compound infusion 
of senna, with one ounce of tar- 
trite of potass and soda. This 
operated favorably the next day. 

The fractured limb was placed 
on a pillow, the bones in their 
proper position, and the pillow 
supported in such manner by a - 


cradle, as to keep it quite steady. 


‘The wound being covered by a. 
pledget of cerate, the whole limb 
was kept bathed with diluted al- 
cohol. 

On the day following, the leg 
swelled and put on a bad aspect ; 
but the young man having a good 
constitution, the swelling subsided 
in a few days, so that on the 12th 
of March it was thought safe to 
give more support to the limb; 
especially as the patient showed 
a disposition to move. Splints, 
well padded, were applied on the 
inside and outside of the limb, and 
supported by pillow and cradle 
as before, in such way that the 
wound could be examined without 
motion of the limb. 

March 15th.—Under this treat- 
ment. he is recovering. - The 
wound has nearly healed ; no mo- 
tion of the fractured bones is felt. 
A tight circular bandage is now | 
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applied, and the patient allowed 


to get out of bed. 

Although it might be thought 
that the mode of treating frac- 
tured limbs were well established 
by this time, yet we find quite a 
contest of opinions as to the pro- 
per applications. Some surgeons 
deprecate the use of splints ; oth- 
ers use them in all cases: some 
can tolerate no splints but those 
of their own contrivance ; others, 
captivated by what is new, apply 
the most complicated apparatus 
for the simplest fractures. | 

In this Hospital we have not 
discovered any one mode of treat- 
ment applicable to all cases. The 
treatment must be varied accord- 
ingtothe case. The House Phy- 
sician does not feel himself au- 
thorized to clap on a great appa- 
ratus of splints and bandages, as 
soon as the patient enters the 
Hospital. | 

At first, the limb is placed in 
an easy and natural posture, so 
that the bones shall not goad and 
irritate the muscles. In this pos- 
ture the limb is confined by soft 
pillows and an enclosing cradle, 
until the tumefaction of the limb 
has subsided. Then it is support- 
ed by splints, most carefully 
guarded by tow or cotton, and 
examined once in three, four, or 
five days ; or, if a compound frac- 
ture, daily. 

Bandages for fractured legs we 
rarely use. The 18 tailed, or Scul- 
tetus’ bandage, so generally em- 
ployed, is found to be an incum- 

rance in many cases; as it affords 
_ no real support to the limb, and is 
troublesome iu application. 


Let us compare the preceding 
case with another, where the in- 
jury was nearly similar ; in order 

to show the influence of habits, 
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good and bad, on the result o 


these accidents. 


Oct. 31.—Charles R., laborer, 
Boston, aged 30, was brought into 
the Hospital with a compound 
fracture of the tibia and simple 
fracture of the fibula, occasioned 
bya fall. Habitsvery bad. He 
had slight delirium tremens when 
brought in. Ordered a pill of © 
two grains of opium, every four 
hours, till he slept. An Indian 
meal. poultice upon leg. 

Nov. ‘lst.—He has taken the 
pills to this time, but obtained no 
sleep. Let him have a pill of 
four grains of opium, every three 
hours, till he sleeps. 

2d.—He was quiet after three 
pills, and had some sleep. Or- 
dered two ounces of the compound 
infusion of senna, every four hours, 
till it operate. Pills as yester- 
day, if required. | 

3d.—Is quiet ; has had some 
sleep ; medicine operated well. 
The poultice was discontinued, 
and the leg dressed. 

4th-—Delirium came on in the 
early part of yesterday afternoon; 
was violent in the evening and 
during the night. Sleep or stupor 
came on between 6 and 7 o’clock 
this morning, which continues. 
Began to take pills at 3, P. M., 
and has taken six. Dressings dis- 
placed by the violence of deliri- 
um, and the end of fractured bone 
protruded through the wound in 
the skin. Rum and water for 
drink. Pills, if necessary, from 
two to four hours; poultice to 
leg. 

5, P. M. Continues quiet, with 
some sleep. Pill at 8, P. M., 
and another at 10. Afterwards 
as this morning. 

5th. 


R. Tinct, Aloes et Myrrh, 3. 
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every three hours, till it operates! 
He took the pills as directed, at 
5, P.M. yesterday ; has had no 
delirium since. Let him have 
opium if necessary.- Poultice, 
and also rum as before. 

6th.—No delirium; sufficient 
sleep. Omit poultice. Dress 
the leg every four hours with Ce- 
rat. Resini ; applying over it com- 
presses wet with warm rum. 
Apply pled get to bruise on foot. 


R. Tinct. Cinchone, 3ss. 
Tinct. Opii, gutt.x. M. 


every four hours. Continue spirit. 
~"%th.—No delirium ; mind stu- 
pid; parts about the fracture 
gangrenous ; pulse more frequent 
and feeble, showing increased 
Constitutional irritation. Whole 
appearance less favorable. 


R. Tinct. Myrrh et Aloes, 3ss. 


every three hours, till it operates. 
Afterwards, 


Pill. Opii, gr. iv. and one ounce of 
brandy, 


every three hours. Let the limb 
be bathed in spirit, and kept warm. 

10th.—Eight in the morning. 
Let him have four grains of opium 
every hour, until he has taken 
three doses. 

Lower part of the limb gangre- 
nous, but progress of gangrene is 
now checked. A consultation 
was called, and amputation of the 
limb found necessary ; and the 
constitutional symptoms being suf- 
ficiently improved to warrant, it 
Was advised immediately. ) 

One o’clock.. The limb was 
removed by circular, incision, 
about four inches below the knee. 
There was considerable venous 
hemorrhage. 

11th.—No delirium; has had 
some sleep. Has taken three 
pills of four grains of opium each. 


Tongue dry and denuded ; pulse 
better; whole appearance quite 
as good as before the operation. 
Vomits the bark. Onnit it. 
12th.—No delirium; more 
sleep; three dejections, very 
small and thin ; tongue denuded ; 
ulcerations about the mouth. 


R. Tinct. Cinnamon, Zss. 


If diarrhoea continue, also a pill 

of four grains of opium after eve- 

ry dejection. 
22d.—Diarrheea still continues. 


R. Tinct. Cinnamon. ss. 
Tinct. Kino, M. 


To be given according to the ur- 
gency of the diarrhea. 
25th.—-Diarrheea continues. 
Repeat the medicine of yester- 
day after every discharge. At 
bed time, a pill of four grains of 
opium. After this, the diarrhea 
was checked, and the patient 
slowly recovered. 
This man lost his limb from the 
habitual use ofrum. The affection 
of the bowels is to be attributed to 
the loss of tone, from the same 
cause; and under the complicated 
effects of the accident, the opera- 
tion, and the ardent spirits, his life 
was saved with great difficulty. 


Compound Fracture, with partial 
sloughing, and subsequent Opera- 
tion on the Exfoliating Bones, . 


During the summer of 1828, the 
patient, Mrs. » fell the dis- 
tance of ten feet, and being very 
heavy, fractured both bones of 
the right leg. Dr. Warren being 

resently called to her, found her 
ving upon the floor of the room ; 
the right leg exposed, presented 
the fractured end of the tibia ; 
protruded two inches through a 
wound of the skin. On attempt- 
ing to push down the bone, great 
resistance was made by the sur+ 
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rounding skin. An assistant was 
requested to extend the limb; a 
director was passed under the 
_ skin, which was forcibly elevated 
- and extended, and thus the bone 
returned. The patient was then 
laced on a board and carried 
ome. : 
On subsequent examination, the 
es were found to be commi- 
nuted ; that is, not only broken, 
_ but shattered into many pieces. 
The disposition to spasmodic ac- 
tion in the: muscles of the limb 
was considerable ; so ‘that on any 
slight motion of the body or limb, 
a contraction was brought on, ac- 
companied by severe pain. In 
order to prevent this, it was ne- 
 Cessary to support the limb by 
pressure. The patient being fix- 
ed on a bed, as well accommodat- 
ed to her case as circumstances 
would permit, the fractured bones 
were restored to their natural 
situation. Then a splint, covered 
with cotton wadding, was placed 
on each side of the limb: an 18 
tailed bandage being interposed 
and applied next the skin, to con- 
fine the dressings of the wound. 
These dressings were, lint, a 
pledget of resinous cerate, and a 
compress wet with spirit, extend- 
ed over the whole limb, which 
was kept constantly moistened 


with the same liquid. The splints. 


being secured by tapes, tied with 
avery moderate firmness, the limb 
was laid on a thin pillow, which, 
_ being covered by acradle, kept the 
whole apparatus very steady; and 
yet permitted it to be opened 
without jarring the limb. In the 
evening a dose of tincture of opi- 
‘um was required. The next day, 
the patient exhibiting marks of 
constitutional affection, required 
bleeding. She was now commit- 


ted to the care of her family phy- 
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sician, Dr. S. Shurtleff. ~A se- 
vere inflammation of the limb soon | 
occurred, which assumed for a 


short time the erysipelatous as- 
‘pect, with a gangrenous color 


over the fractured part. The 
patient, though very fleshy, was 
of a healthy constitution ; about 
35 years of age; of much forti- 
tude, and-a strong religious confi- 
dence. These circumstances, 
combined with the judicious and 
constant attention she received, 
gave a favorable turn.to the ery- 
sipelatous inflammation, and limit- 
ed the gangrene to the skin about - 
the wound, which sloughed off. 
At this time she was dressed, not 
only daily, but many times in the 
day and night. Extensive and 
deep suppurations followed, .and 
one of them opened on the lower — 
part of the limb. 

A question which had presented 
itself at the beginning of this case, 
now recurred with increased 
force,—whether the limb could 
be allowed to remain with safety 
to the patient’s life. The heat 
of the weather, the corpulency 
of the patient, the shattered con- 
dition of the limb, the deep and 
increasing suppuration, put a dis- 
couraging aspect on the case. 
On the other hand, the good state 
of body and mind in which she 
was, with successful experience 
of similar cases, encouraged the 
hope of saving both limb and life. 
Dr. W. therefore resolved to 
take the responsibility of allowing 
the limb to remain, without sug- 
gesting to the patient the question 
of amputation ; and this opinion 
was concurred in by Dr. S. Af- 
ter this time, various changes, fa- 
vorable and unfavorable, occur- 
red. At times she suffered great 
inflammation and exquisite pain, 
followed by a season of calm. In 
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this manner was passed the au- 
tumn of 1828. As-winter came 
on, the variable state of the limb 
gradually settled into a quiet and 
regular suppuration. The patient 
was now able to leave her bed. 
The fractured bones at length 
united,—the limb, in consequence 
_ of the loss of the shattered pieces, 
being shortened from two & three 
inches. Portions of the ends of 
the tibia died, but remained for a 
long time firmly attached. These 
eras acting like dead matter, 
ept up a suppuration through 
four separate orifices or ulcers, 
from two to three inches apart. 
In March, 1829, the appear- 
ance on examination by the probe 
was such, as to encourage the 
hope of being able to remove 
these dead pieces ; and thus re- 
lieve the patient of the irritations 
and inflammations caused by them. 
Dr. W., with the aid of Dr. S., 
proceeded as follows :—He made 


_two diagonal incisions, in such 


way as to unite the four openings; 
then, raising the four flaps, he 
roceeded to search for the dead 
ones. First, at the upper and 
outer wound, a piece was found 
lying very deeply in the limb. 
A probe being introduced to the 
bone, serving: as a guide, a narrow 
bladed forceps was carried to the 
bone, which, being seized, was 
extricated by slow and cautious 
movements. This piece was 
about two inches long. At the 
lower part lay a broader portion, 
comprehending apparently the 
whole diameter of the lower part 
of the tibia. From this the skin 
was dissected and raised; the 
piece of bone was grasped by a 
dissecting forceps, and loosened 
from its attachment to the living 
bone; andseparated entire. This 
was Connected with the two lower 


ay 


openings. At the upper and inner 
orifice, a third portion of bone 
was found and removed. The 
remaining bones appearing firm 
and healthy, the operation was 
terminated. The patient suffer- 
ed considerable pain during the 
operation, but was afterwards 
comfortable and even gay. No 
severe symptoms occurred after 
the operation. The patient is 
now in good health,—the wounds 
healing rapidly. The disposition 
to inflammation and pain has gone; 
the limb feels well; the patient 
will soon be allowed to walk; and 
will undoubtedly have a good and - 
useful limb, though something 


‘shorter than before the accident. 


Where the constitution of the 
patient is not vitiated by bad ha- 
bits, or any original defect, nature 
should be trusted as far as possi- 
ble ; while her operations are - 
watched with a vigilant eye. 


II. 
Lectures on the Nervous System. 


By Mr. @uarzes Be... 
(Introductory Lecture concluded from p. 74.) 


THERE Could be no speculations 
regarding the nervous system at 
all satisfactory, that did not em- 
brace the ganglions, which are 
such conspicuous appendages of 
the nerves. The opinions con- 
cerning them exhibit, however, 
the same imperfect reasoning, 
and the same confusion and con- 
tradiction. Ganglions are swell- 
ings upon the nerves, of a firm 
consistence, and are within of a 
mixed substance. The word was 
first used by Fallopius, who con- 
ceived some resemblance be- 
tween them and the swellings 
which form on tendons in conse- 
quence of sprains. Lancisi had 
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the fancy that the ganglions were 
muscular bodies, and were for 
propelling onwards the nervous 
uid ; which coincided with a no- 
tion which you may remember 
then obtained, that the dura ma- 
ter was muscular for the same 
ad for compressing the 
rain. Winslow had the more 
rational opinion that the ganglions 
were lesser brains. And one 
English author, Johnstone, sup- 
orted the prevailing opinion 
that these bodies were formed on 
the: nerves for the purpose of 
cutting off communication with 
the brain, and that all nerves go- 
ing to vital parts were distinguish- 
ed by having ganglions ; that the 
‘vital actions might not be disturb- 
ed by passion, or a man resign 
life by merely willing it. 
"Fhe French physiologists, 
: among whom we must chiefly no- 
tice Bichat, have had the merit 
of contemning all authority. We 
must speak of Bichat with that 
respect which is due to a man of 
genius: he possessed ingenuity, 
industry, and eloquence. But, as 
it appears to me, he allowed the 
unhappy condition of his country 
so far to influence him that he 
never mentions the authorities of 
England, and I wish I could be- 
lieve that he was ignorant of them. 
Nothing would suit the time (the 
commencement of the French 
revolution) but the entire over- 
throw of former systems, and the 
. substitution of a new theory. It 
was the pleasure of Bichat to di- 
vide the nerves into two distinct 
systems, instead of the one uni- 
form system of the ancients, in 
which the nerves were supposed 
to proceed from the sensorium, 
as a grand centre, and from that 
to derive their powers. One of 
his nervous systems he conceived 
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to have its centre in the brain, 
consisting of the nerves destined 
to receive impressions, and of the 
nerves which convey the influence 
of the will to the muscular system. 


other had many centres. 


The power of this system ema- 
nated from the ganglions, which 
he observed largely scattered 
over the viscera ; and each gan- 
glion he conceived, with the au- 
thorities above, though he was far 
from acknowledging such authori- 
ties, to be a distinct source of 
nervous influence, whilst a rela- 
tion was preserved between them 
by connecting nerves. The first 
was, according to this author, the 
nervous system of the animal life 
having one centre in the brain, to 
which sensation is propagated, 
and from which motion proceeds ; 
whilst the second system was for 
organic life, had many distinct 
centres, and many functions re- 
lating to the operations of the 
animal economy, over which the 
mind had no power. 

This bold invention was sup- 
ported by many curious instances, 
and its author exhibited much 
knowledge, as well as ingenuity : 
but it was anatomically incorrect, 
and nothing more clearly evinced 
the wrong methods of study pre- 
vailing on the Continent, than the 
acquiescence and approbationwith 
which this system was received — 
there. Two errors pervaded the 
whole, which ought not, for an 
instant, to have been left unde- 
tected. The first was in screen- 
ing from himself what he could 
not be ignorant of—that the cere- 
bral nerves also had ganglions ; 
that 31 pairs of -large ganglions, 
in regular order, and carefully 
protected, like important organs, 
are to be found in the nerves of 
the head and spine. This at ance 
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should have caused the rejection 
of the name of ganglionic system 
of nerves, given to his nerves of 
organic life. But his error was 
not merely the misapplication of 


a name : there was misconception 


and radical error throughout the 
whole system. Although Bichat’s 
ganglionic system was presented 
with the aspect of novelty, there 
was, io truth, no actual discovery. 
Anatomists had already convinced 
themselves that the sixth nerve 
was not the root of this sympathe- 
tic nerve ; that a filament so small 
could not be the trunk of that sys- 
tem which, expanding into larger 
branches, and furnished with nu- 
merous ganglions, was seen to 
pervade the whole viscera, and 
to connect itself with every nerve 
of the body. The opinion had 
been propagated that it was a 


system of visceral nerves extend- 


ingevery where, and not depend- 
ingupon the encephalon. 

But the most remarkable mis- 
_ Conception of Bichat was, in ima- 


giniog that he saw, in the gangli-” 


onic system, or the sympathetic 
system of man, the developement 
of that series of nerves which is 
seen in the lower creatures : thus 
considering those nerves which, 
in them give sensation and voli- 
tion, to be the same system which, 
in the human body, even by his 
own showing, give no tokei of 
being either the organ of sensa- 
tion or of voluntary: motion. - Bat 
of this more hereafter. — 

_ The Professor, having brought 
up the review of the opinions on 
the nervous system to this point, 
concluded his Lecture with a 
view of the structure of a nerve 
—the membranes which cover it, 
aud enter into its composition— 
its vascularity—the dependence 
of its powers upon the circulation 
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through it :—he observed, that 
the impression on any part: of a 
nerve in its course, was always 
referred by the sufferer to the 
extremity of the nerve. He stat- 
ed that the membranes investing 
the nerves were subject to be in- 
flamed in patches, or parts, and 
that such inflammation produced 


‘pain remote from the seat of the 


disease : he gave an instance of a 
tumor formed in the nerve of the 
ham being mistaken for a disease 
in the sole of the foot : he illus- 
trated the same order of symp- 
toms, by cancerous disease in the 
pelvis, often affecting the ischia- 
tic nerve ;—he then detailed in- 
stances to show that when two 
nerves are bound together in the 
same sheath, one diverging to a 
part internal, and the other to a © 
part external and cutaneous, the 
irritation upon the former is ever 
attributed to the part supplied by — 
the latter ; and of this he gave 
the examples of sympathetic 
pains attending inflammations of 
the throat, affections of the heart 
and lungs, of the liver and duo- 
denum, of the colon, the uterus, 
and ovarium. | 


Aneurism of the Innominata and 
_ Root of the Carotid, successfully 
treated by tying the Carotid 4r- 
tery. 
By D. Evans, Esq., Surgeon at Bel- 
per, Derbyshire. 


Wittiam Hat, etat. 30, a 
butcher and horse-dealer, an ath- 
letic and spirited young man, about 
five feet six inches high, has been 
accustomed to laborious exercise, 
frequently riding from 70 to 100 
miles a day, and has always en- 
joyed excellent health, until the 
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appearance of the following symp- 
toms :-—-About fourteen months 


_ago he was seized with shortness 
of breath, troublesome cough, and 


tightness over, the chest, after 
much exertion, especially in walk- 
ing fast up a hill. These symp- 
toms continued until the 6th of 
March, when he had an attack of 
bronchitis, which he attributed to 


~ . cold. His expectoration was co- 


. pious, consisting of mucus slightly 
streaked with blood, and his cough 


came on in violent paroxysms, 


which were followed by a sense 


of suffocation. 

On the 10th of March, after a 
fit of coughing, a soft pulsating 
tumor, about the size of a walnut, 
suddenly made its appearance be- 


- hind, and extending a little above 


the right sterno-clavicular articu- 
lation, and covered, externally, 
by the sternal portion of the ster- 
no-mastoid muscle. The tumor 
was greatly diminished by firm 


pressure, but could not be made 


to disappear entirely. 

The pulsation of the tumor, 
which was synchronous with that 
of the heart, was increased in 
force by pressure upon the right 
sabclavian artery, and was dimi- 
nished, and sometimes completely 
arrested, by pressure upon the 
right carotid, above the tumor. 
The pulsations of the right caro- 
tid and subclavian arteries, were 

“stronger than those of the left ; 


but there was no apparent differ-- 


ence in the pulsations of the ra- 
dial arteries. 

As soon as the tumor made its 
appearance, the cough and dysp- 
nea ceased to be troublesome, 
and his health was soon reéstab- 
lished. His chest sounded well 
Upon percussion, and the respira- 


~. tory murmur was distinctly heard 


all over it. No unnatural pulsa- 
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tion could be detected, by the 
use of. the stethoscope, between 
the tumor and the heart. A loud 
and powerful pulsation was heard 
over the tamor, unattended with 
any unusual sound. 

In taking into consideration the 
situation of the tumor,—its sud- 
den appearance, after a violent 
paroxysm of coughing, and its soft 
pulsating character, together with 
the symptoms above enumerated, — 
—little doubt could be entertain- 
ed of its nature, and I concluded 
that the root of the carotid artery 
was the seat of the disease. 

Considering this a favorable 
case for the operation lately re- 
vived, and so ably advocated by 
Mr. Wardrop, I was induced- to 
obtain the opinion of two eminent 
surgeons in London respecting its 
propriety. Both, however, dis- 
approving of the operation, it 
was, therefore, determined, with 
the approbation of my friends, Mr. - 


~Bennet, and Mr. Brown, of Der- 


by, that a fair trial should be 


made of Valsalva’s plan of treat- 


ing aneurisms. 

The nature of the disease was 
fully explained ‘to the patient, 
who, fortunately, was a man of 
strong sense and most determined © 
resolution, and, from his employ- 
ment leading him to study the dis- - 
eases of horses, there was no dif- 
ficulty in making him comprehend 
the dangerous tendency of the 
disease. He therefore submit- 
ted, with perfect confidence, to 
the proposed plan of treatment ; 
and I cannot sufficiently admire 
the fortitude and cheerfulness 
with which he bore the long pri- 
vation which it was necessary to 


enforce, and the implicit faith 


which he placed in all the reme- 
dies adopted for his relief. 
‘April 3. He was accordingly 
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ordered to bed, to be bled, to the 
extent of eight ounces, every 
- third day ; his diet to consist of 
small quantities of gruel, broth, 
and tea. Small doses of digitalis 
were likewise administered. This 
plan of treatment was continued 
until the 13th of July. During 
the first month, there appeared 
some little improvement ; his 
pulse was frequently as low as 
47 in the minute, the tumor be- 
came harder, its pulsation Jess 
‘forcible, and more remote ; from 
which it was supposed that coa- 
gula might be forming. The 
blood hitherto had seemed per- 
fectly healthy, and it was noticed 
that, if the bleeding were delayed 
beyond the usual time, the syimp- 
toms were aggravated. : 

In the beginning of May, a great 
alteration, for the worse, took 
place, which was supposed to be 
owing to his taking a small quan- 
tity of animal food. The blood, 
after each bleeding, became buff- 
ed ; pulse 80 in the minute ; the 
tumor rapidly increasing in the 
course of a few days, and becom- 
ing very painful upon pressure. 


Twenty leeches were applied, 


without any relief. A few days 
afterwards a diarrhoea superven- 
ed, the inflammatory state of the 
tumor abated, the pain ceased, 


and the swelling, in some degree,. 


subsided. After this attack,-his 
pulse was never less than 80 in 
the minute, although the same 
plan of treatment was rigidly ad- 
hered to. | 

From this time until the Ist of 
July, the tumor remained station- 
ary; but, from the latter date, 
until the 20th, he gradually got 
worse ; the tamor increased, and 
now reached as high as the cri- 
coid cartilage, and, by its pres- 
sure upon the trachea and a@so- 


phagus, partially impeded respi- 
ration and deglutition. His shirt- 
collar, which, prior to his illness,, 
would button comfortably, could 


-not now be made to meet by more 


than three inches; his countenance 
became bleached; pulse more 
feeble ; and it was evident that 
the lowering system had been - 
carried as far as it could with 
safety. - 

Under these circumstances the 
operation was recommended, as 
the only remaining chance. Its 
advantages and disadvantages were 
fairly stated, and the chance of 
success, although small, made him 
anxious that it shquid be perform- 
ed. Dr. Bent, of Derby, saw 
the patient on the 17th, and con- 
curred in the propriety of the 
operation, as a last hope. 

On the morning of the 22d of 
July, the day proposed for the 
operation, the patient became so 
agitated, that the pulsation of the 
tumor of the heart, and the large 
arteries, especially the abdominal 
aorta, was perceptible to the eye. 
The operation was performed in 
the presence of Messrs. Bennet 
and Brown, of Derby; Mr. Ingle, 
of Ashby-de-la-Zouch ; and Mr. 
Walne, of Chancery Lane,—Sur- 
geons. In consequence of the 
tumor extending so high up the 
neck, there was some difficulty 
in getting down to the sheath of 
the artery, which was opened to 
the extent of half an inch. The 
artery appeared healthy, and was 
easily secured by a single ligature 
of strong silk. Immediately after 
tightening the ligature, the pulsa- 
tion in the different branches of 
the external carotid artery ceas- 
ed, except a slight fluttering in 
the extreme branches of the tem- 
poral. The pulsation of the tu- 
mor continued without diminution. 
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23 and 24. He went on well. 
The pulsation in the tumor was 
stronger than it was before the 
operation, and the pulsation of the 


right radial artery was observed: 


to be-more forcible than that of 
the left. 

25. He became feverish; pulse 
-, 120 and full; the right lip of the 
wound swollen and painful. Six 
_ ounces of blood were taken away 
from the arm, and some saline 
medicine administered. The 
blood was much buffed. | 

26. Morning.—Much better ; 
pulse 92; stronger in the right ra- 
dial artery than in the left; pulsa- 
tion in the tumor still very forcible. 

Evening.—The fever and pain 
in the tumor returned. He was 
again bled. Blood still buffed. 

27. Better again this morning. 
He was taken worse at nine 
o'clock’ in the evening. Pulse 
100 ; delirious ; anxious counte- 
nance, and sickness. No diminu- 
tion in the size of the tumor. 

28.. Much better, and conti- 
nued so all day. 

29. At seven, A.M. he was 
‘ taken suddenly worse, and appear- 
ed to be dying ; his countenance 
ghastly, and covered with perspi- 
ration ; tracheal rattle, and inabi- 
lity to swallow.. He appeared 
conscious, but could only speak in 
a whisper ; pulsation in the tumor 
still forcible ; the pulse in the 
right radial artery scarcely per- 
ceptible, whilst the left pulsated 
as strongly as it did the previous 
day. These symptoms were ac- 
companied by a profuse ptya- 
lism. He remained in this state 


for several hours, at the expira- 
tion of which time he rallied, and 
by the evening (with the excep- 
tion of the salivation, which con- 
tinued,) he appeared quite as 
well as on the preceding day. 
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As he continued to, improve 
from this period, it will not be 
necessary to enter into a daily 
report of the case ; I shall there- 
fore content myself: with noticing 
the most prominent symptoms 
which occurred. One of the. 
most remarkable was the oblite- 
ration of the arteries of the right 
arm and forearm, which was first 
observed in the arteries of the 
forearm on the 29th of July, the 
eighth day after the operation, 
for until that day the arteries of 
the right arm pulsated with great- 
er force than those of the left. 
The process of obliteration was 
attended with severe intermittent 
poroxysms of pain, chiefly felt in 
the course of the brachial and ax- 
illary arteries. The brachial ar- 
tery, after its obliteration, was 
hard and painful to the touch, and 
felt very like an inflamed absor- 
bent vessel. The right.arm wast- 
ed; and became partially para- 
lysed, and continued to diminish 
for three weeks, at the expiration 
of which time several arterial 
anastomosing branches were ob- 
served pulsating on the back part 
of the arm. As these vessels 
enlarged, the limb improved very 
slowly, not having yet (Oct. 19) 
perfectly acquired sensation, nor 
its muscles the power of obeying 
volition. | 

On the 11th day after the ope- 
ration, he was attacked with in- 
termitting paroxysms of pain in 
the right side of the head and 
face, of the same character as 
the pain in the right arm, though 
not so violent: this pain ceased 
within a fortnight. The right 
side of the head and face became 
emaciated, and any one looking at | 
him would immediately discover 
that the right half of the face was 
much smaller than the left. The 
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_ blood having since found its way 
into the temporal and facial arte- 
ries, the right side of the face is 
now nearly as plump as the left. 
The ptyalism, which began on 
the 29th of July, continued until 
the middle of September, during 
which time he spit daily about a 
pint of saliva; a more generous 
diet, and a small quantity of ale, 
were then allowed, and the sali- 
vation subsided. 
Three weeks after the opera- 
tion he was able to sit up to his 
meals. The first time that he 
got out of bed, he perceived that 
_ the whole of the right side was 
numbed, and weaker than the 
left. The pulsation in the tumor, 
which had hitherto been more 
powerful than it was before the 
artery was tied, now (Aug. 15) 
began to diminish rapidly, and by 
_ the 23d of August, the thirty-third 
day after the operation, had so 
much subsided, that it was doubt- 


ful whether it arose from the pas- 


sage of blood into the tumor, or 
from the impulse given to it by 
the subclavian artery beneath. 

In five weeks after the opera- 
tion, he was sufficiently recovér- 
ed to be able to take daily exer- 
cise in a gig, or on horseback, and 


from this time he has continued ° 


to improve in health without in- 
terruption. 

The obliteration of the right 
brachial artery is now complete, 
and above the insertion of the la- 
tissimus dorsi, the pulsation of the 
axillary artery can be easily felt. 
_The pulse in the radial artery is 
scarcely perceptible in the right 
arm, increases daily, but is yet 
far from being of the size of the 
left. Sensation and susceptibili- 
ty of the influence of volition are 
more perfect on the whole of the 
right side of the body, but still 
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that side is more feeble than the 


left. The tumor is hard and firm, 
and has diminished about one-third 
since the operation. By pressing 
it from above downwards, a fee- 
ble, deep-seated pulsation is felt, 
but in grasping the tumor and us- 
ing lateral pressure, no pulsation 
can be perceived. 

On the 13th of October the 
wound was nearly healed; the 
ligature had not come away, and 
as it acted as a source of irrita- 
tion to the small wound, it was 
cut off level with the skin. 

The most peculiar features 
which this interesting case pre- 
sented, were—lIst, the oblitera- 
tion of the arteries of the right 
arm; 2d, the profuse salivation ; 
3d, the disposition to paralysis of 
the whole of the right side of the 
body. 

The two first symptoms com- 
menced on the 8th day after the 
operation ; and I think there can 
be little doubt that the oblitera- 
tion of the arteries of the arm 
was accomplished by inflammation 
extending from the aneurismal sac 
to the internal membrane of the 
subclavian artery, and thence to 
the brachial artery. Might not 
the active obliteration of such 
large arteries as those of the arm 
and forearm, be the cause of the 
unpleasant train of symptoms 
which occurred on the 8th day 
after the operation? The sati- 
vation appeared to be connected 
with the state of the digestive 
apparatus ; for, as soon as ale, 
and a generous diet, were allow- 
ed, it gradually subsided. I am 
at a loss to assign the cause of the 
numbness and debility of the whole 
of the right side of the body, 
(which were only observed when 
he first left the bed,) unless they 


originated in a greater quantity of © 
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blood circulating in the left he- 
misphere of the brain. than in the 
right, which undoubtedly would 
be the case after the application 
of a ligature to the common caro- 
tid. What tends to confirm this 
Opinion is, that now, thirteen 
weeks after the operation, the 
balance of circulation in the brain 
being reéstablished, the numbness 
and debility of the right side of 
the body have nearly disappeared. 
In conclusion, it is worthy of 
notice, that, since. the operation, 
he has become more irritable in 
temper, and his memory is evi- 
dently weaker. . 
- So far as this case has yet pro- 
ceeded, it amply justifies the ope- 
ration; and the man probably owes 
his life to Mr. Wardrop’s fortu- 
nate suggestion. Should any un- 
toward circumstance occur, lead- 


ing to any other conclusion, it shall 


be communicated. 

It is now five weeks since he 
resumed his usual avocations, and 
he regularly attends the markets 
and faire of Derby, a distance of 


. seven miles. 


din 


BOSTON,TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1829. 


Ar the last session of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, a gentleman of ta- 
lents and education, of his own free 
motion, laid before that honorable 
body a proposition for legalizing the 
dissection of. dead bodies for the 


benefit of the living. The Act which 


he proposed was not well under- 
stood ; nor was the subject discussed 
with sufficient freedom to bring the 
merits of the case fully into view. 
An unfavorable turn was given to it, 
‘by the representation that it would 
be a hardship on the poor, and ren- 
der their last days very unhappy. 
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The House appeared to receive a. 
disagreeable impression on the sub- 
ject, and the principal clause was at 
once struck out ; while that increas- 
ing the penalties for exhuming dead 
bodies was retained. On a subse- 
quent day, however, the subject hav- 
ing been more fully explained, the 
House almost unanimously agreed to 
reject the bill imposing additional 
penalties ; and thus the affair rests. 

So far as the poor are concerned, 
it is of great importance to them that 
physicians in general should have an 
opportunity of dissection. If they 
are not permitted to do so,:a few 
physicians whose circumstances al- 
low them to visit foreign countries 
will be employed by the wealthy ; 
while the poor must be made the 
unhappy victims of the ignorant and 
unskilful, 

To give our medical friends at a 
distance an opportunity of enjoying 
the enlightened views of a Boston 
Editor, we insert the following sketch 
of the debate :— 

A bill was reported by the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary, in the state 
legislature, which was ordered to 
make inquiry into what alterations 
were required in the laws to prevent 
the violation of the sepulchres of the 
dead, which contained two important 
provisions 

1st. That any person or persons 
detected in stealing a body, or in re- 
ceiving or disposing of a stolen body, 
should be sentenced, on conviction, 
to imprisonment not, exceeding three 
years, or to pay a fine not exceeding 
a thousand dollars, 

2d. That when any pauper, who 
had been supported at the town or 
state charge, shall die, it shall be the 
duty of the selectmen to give notice 
to any kindred or friends, within a 
reasonable distance, and if no person 
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shall apply within forty-eight hours, 
to take the body and engage to give 
it christian burial, .it shall be lawful 
for the selectmen, if they see proper, 
to give such body to any professor 
of surgery, to be used for the advan- 
tage of anatomical science, provided 
such professor shall engage to give 
the remains christian burial, after 
they shall have been so used. 

A general revulsion was observed 
in the House, when the latter propo- 
sition was read, and a motion was 
— immediataly made to strike it from 
the bill. One gentleman only rose 
in its favor, and such a shrinking was 
felt by every one on approaching the 
subject, that even he stammered and 
hesitated, and could not say anything 
with a firm heart and a stout tongue. 
Half a dozen persons were in favor 
of increasing the penalties for rob- 
bing the grave; others thought that 
the penalties were already heavy 
enough. One person wished, that 
any person who would steal a body, 
might be imprisoned, ruined, and 
made an outcast from society. An- 
other thought the crime should be 
punished with death, and a third 
spoke of moving an amendment, 
that any person detected in stealing 
a body should himself be given up 
for dissection. It seemed to be con- 
ceded on all hands, that no mercy 
should be shown to those, who desire 
to benefit living bodfes by an exami- 
nation of dead ones; and it was 
manifest, that every one had rather 
be disposed of by worms unceremo- 
niously, than by their fellow men 
with all due form and solemnity for 
a useful end. The association of 
surgeons in Dublin, who agreed to 
give up their bodies for dissection, 
were sneered at, and it seemed to 
be cunsidered, that a deficiency of 
usefulness in life, should not be made 
up by a beneficial disposition after 
death. One gentleman had the bold- 
ness to say, that surgeons must have 
opportunities for dissection, and that 
the march of improvement was going 
on, so that provisiolpould ere long 
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be made for their information; but 
even he did not defend the bill, and 
his sideway remarks caused the 
fleshy parts of the honorable mem- 
bers to craw! horribly. 

For ourselves we should be oppos- 
ed to the bill, most devotedly, but 
not for any reason thus assigned. If 
a body can be given to the surgeons, 
when there are no friends to the 
dead to regret it, very well; but to 
make a law, like this, which would 
be sure to make the paupers them- 
selves miserable, even though it be 
on account of silly prejudices ; which 
would render their latter days horri- | 
ble from visions of the surgeon’s 
knife, busy with ‘their brains, would 
be an act of barbarous cruelty, un- 
worthy a humane and christian peo- 
ple. Let the surgeons set the exam- 
ple and pass a law in the Medical 
Association, that every member shall 
surrender his ‘body for the good of 
mankind, after death, and the preju- 
dices of the world will in time wear 
away, so that the college may be 
graced with a fresh subject every 
day in the year, all contending for 
the honor of being useful.— Bulletin. 


The concluding proposition exhi- 
bits a wonderful degree of sagacity 
on the part of the writer; for it will 
stand as an unquestionable answer 
to all that the faculty can urge in fa- 
vor of dissection, so long as they do 
not grant their owm bodies for the 
purpose. But why, let us ask this 
ingenious author, should the bodies _ 
of the faculty be devoted to dissec- 


tion? Is it intended as a peculiar 


honor and privilege to that profes- . 
sion? If so,ihe objections to ana- 
tomy have ceased to exist. If it is 
intended as a call on them to make 
peculiar sacrifices, why should they — 
be thus called on? The medical 
profession get no advantage from 
dissection independent of that of the | 
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on the contrary, the 
study of anatomy is a heavy tax on 
their time, health, and money. If 
the community are willing to dis- 
charge them from this part of their 


- duty, their labors will be prodigious- 


ly lightened ; access to the profession 
comparatively easy ; and if the know- 
ledge of chemistry can also be dis- 
peused with, the burden of attending 


_ medical schools and lectures may be 


got rid of, and the student will re- 


_ quire nothing more than to read and 


ride his three years with the nearest 
and most accommodating doctor. 
The practice of physic might be 
much simplified in this way ; for the 
physician, being ignorant of the va- 
riety and delicacy of the human or- 
gans, would pour in his drugs as into 
a cauldron; and the surgeon would 
amputate his patient with an axe, 
leaving the bloodvessels to secure 
themselves, or searing the bleeding 
limb with hot pitch, as is the prac- 
tice among some savage nations. 
Such being the happy results of giv- 
ing up the study of anatomy, the 
medical profession would have much 
reason to congratulate themselves on 
the simplification of their art, and 
but little inducement to bequeath 
their bodies for dissection. 

For ourselves we are free to say, 
that instead of being food for worms, 
we should prefer to have our bodies 
anatomized, and our bones hand- 
somely prepared and hung up in the 
room of some respectable anatomist. 
But we shall never admit that the 
community have any claim to dissect 
us as professional persons ; nor shall 
we on this ground allow any such 
dissection. The public should feel 
obliged to us for cultivating the prac- 


destruction. 
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tice of dissection, under circumstances 
dangerous, disgusting, and expensive, 
while we are alive, without claiming 
the use of our bodies when deserted 
by their spiritual tenant. 

The community it is that are be- 
nefited by dissection. It is the com- 
munity that call for a cultivation of 
anatomy. Whoever is affected with 
a dangerous sickness, being naturally 
desirous Of prolonging his life, is apt 
to apply to such physicians as he 
thinks best acquainted with the means 
of preserving his physical frame from 
Whoever is so unfortu- — 
nate as to have a dangerous cancer 
or wen, will naturally resort to such 
surgeon as he thinks will most cer- 
tainly free him of it, and at the least 
risque of killing him in so doing. 
Thus an enlightened community pay 
and always will pay for dissection ; 
and the premium they pay will be 
in proportion to the difficulty and 
expense of acquiring the requisite 
medical skill. 


Hence it has happened that the 
enlightened community of the Scotch 
metropolis must be considered res- 
ponsible for those horrid, barbarous, | 
and unparalleled events, which have 
lately occurred in the midst of all its 
light and literature,—events, which, 
if we had not the fullest evidence of, 
we should scarcely credit of any ex- 
isting nation, but the cannibal New 
Zealanders, Twelve, or as it is re- 
ported, even twenty or thirty mur- 
ders, have been committed in Edin- 
burgh, for the sole purpose of selling 
the inanimate bodies of the dead to 
surgeons for dissection! What pun- 
ishment would be too great for these 
surgeons? ‘True, they had no sus- 


picion that the bodies had been mur- 
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dered ; yet it is certain that without 
this practice of dissection, the mur- 
ders would not have been committed. 
What penalty, then, would be too 
heavy for them? Would it not be 
justifiable to inflict the humane and 
benevolent punishment proposed in 
the legislature of Massachusetts, by 
one of its members, that the persons 
guilty of dissection should themselves 
be EXECUTED and DissECcTED ! ! 

“The crime, however, lay not with 
the surgeons, who were the wretched 
victims of this imposition, but with 
the community,—with that commu- 
nity which first compelled them to 
learn anatomy, and then, by every 
law which human ingenuity could 
devise, attempted to deprive them of 
the possibility of doing it. 

We shall resume the subject of 

these murders, and give an authentic 
account of them hereafter. 


Tue operation for carotid aneurism 
was performed a few days since by 
Dr. Lewis, at the House of Industry, 
in South Boston. The patient is 
doing well, 


Marcu 18th, three operations were 
performed at the Massachusetts Gene- 
ral Hospital; and in the course of 
the preceding week there were five 
admissions of surgical cases, viz. : 
cancer of tongue; fistula in ano; 
disease of the bones of the hand ; hip 
disease ; stricture of the urethra. 
Among the operations was the re- 
moval of one half the tongue for 
cancer, Of this we shall give some 
further account. 


Boston is remarkably healthy. The 
weather. for the last seven weeks has 
been steadily cold, and the ground 
covered with snow, which it still is, 


been quite prevalent, there is no 
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The cold weather continues later 
than common, The approaching 
fluctuations of the weather, the dis- 
solving of the snow, and the more 
mild and moist state of the atmos- 
phere, will produce affections of the 
throat, larynx, and lungs. , Varicella, 
the chickenpox, prevails, Some of 
the cases present precisely the aspect 
of the vaccine vesicle.—We have in 
Boston abundant opportunity of prov- 
ing that the chickenpox and smallpox 
are not the same disease, as supposed 
by a number of British writers ; 
since, while the former is and has 


instance of the latter. 


Now is the best season for vaccina- 
tion. Those who have hitherto neg- 
lected it, will do well to have. it done 
immediately, while the smallpox,, 
which is in the State of N. Hampshire, 
half a day’s journey from town, is still 
ata distance. If they defer it, as is 
usually done, until they are alarmed 
by rumors of smallpox, they may ex- 
pect to have it done not so satisfacto- 
rily as when it is employed, as it al- 
ways should be, with every possible 
precaution. 


Tue recent alarm of smallpox in 
New-Hampshire has brought into 
Boston abundance of applications for 
vaccine fluid, Physicians ought to 
know that it is impossible, under or- 
dinary circumstances, to procure a 
great supply of this fluid suddenly, 
and that they may save themselves 
and others the trouble of seeking it, 
by preserving the vaccine scab ina 
close vessel and cool place. This,when 
they wish to vaccinate, is to be slight- 
ly moistened at the under surface, and 
the vaccinating lancet dipped in it. 
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DENTAL SURGERY. 


2 ge day received by Benjamin Per- 
kins & Co., No. 135, Washington 


~ $Street,—A SYSTEM OF DENTAL SUR- 


GERY. In three parts, 
1. Dental Surgery as a Science. 
2. Operative Dental Surgery. 


3. Pharmacy connected with Dental | 


Surgery. 

By Fitca, M.D., 
Surgeon Dentist. Denticum curam ha« 
beto ut bene digeras et diu vivas ; laxatis 
dentibus laxantur et chylaceos officine ; 
hinc mille malorum occasiones.—Baglivi 
XIII. March 17, 

ep6w 


NEW MEDICAL WORK. — 


UST published and for sale by Ben- 

jamin Perkins &Co.—THE FRENCH 
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE; being a 
tranelation of L. F. Begin’s treatise on 
Therapeutics ; with occasional notes and 
observations, illustrative of the treatment 
of diseases in the climate of North Ame- 
tica. By Xavier TESSIER. 

ep3w 


March 17. 


CASEY’S APPARATUS FOR THE 
CURE OF DISTORTED SPINE. 


ff bia Proprietor of the Dormant Ba- 
BR lance for the cyre of Distorted 
Spine, gives notice, that he has establish- 
ed an agency in this city, for the conve- 
nience of those who may wish to avail 
themselves of this invention. Physicians 
having under their care the subjects of 
this disease, or patients themselves, may 
have an opportunity of inspecting the ap- 
paratus, and examining the testimonials 
of its “efficacy, at Mr. Charles White’s, 
corner of Winter Street. It -is recom- 
mended, however, that all patients avail- 
ing themselves of this invention, should 
do it by the advice, and under the super- 
intendence, of their own physicians, as it 
is only by medical opinion that the pro- 
per subjects of the machine can be deter- 
mined, or the other proper measures to he 
made use of in conjunction with it, can 
be pointed out. The Proprietor express 
ly disclaims the idea that a cure is to be 
effected, in any case, by mechanical 


means alone.. This machine has received 


_ the approbation of many of the most emi- 


nent medical men in this city and New- 
York. Upon application to the agent, 
references will be given, and written tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All letters, post-paid, addressed to J. 
Lincoln, No. 27, Fayette Street, will be 
attended to. 4 

Boston, Feb. 6, 1829. . 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


ICHARD A. NEWELL, Druggist, 

91, Summer Street, has on hand a 
small lot of EUROPEAN LEECHES, in 
excellent order, and of very large size, 
weet he will sell at a fair price. 
. B. Leeches applied as usual, or 
sent to any part of the city. at. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 


AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & Co. 

No. 33, India Street, near the head 

of Central Wherf, have for sale a very ex- 

tensive assortment of Surgical Instru- 

ments. Gentlemen wishing to purchase © 

will find it to their advantage to call and 
examine them. Oct. 14, 


NATHAN JARVIS, 
Druggist and Apothecary, 


AS taken the Apothecaries’ Hall, 
No. 188, Washington Street (latel 
kept by Messrs. Wm. B. & Henry White. 
His stock of Drugs and Medicines is com- 
plete and genuine. Physicians and oth- 
ers are assured that their orders, prescrip- 
tions, &c. will meet with prompt and 
strict personal attention. 


The old friends of this establishment 
are requested to continue their patronage. 


MANUAL FOR THE USE OF 
THE STETHOSCOPE, 


published by Benjamin Perkins, 

& Co.,—MANUAL FOR THE USE 
OF THE STETHOSCOPE, being a short 
Treatise‘on investigating Dieeases of the 
Chest. From-the French of M. Collin, 
with an Introduction and Plates. Bya 
Fellow of the Mass. Med. Soc. 


The Stethoscope may also be obtained 
as above in the most approved form. — 
ep3w Jan. 20. 


Published weekly, by Jonn Corton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
nut paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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